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Greetings!
I hope that you and your family are doing well. The days are
getting longer, spring-time temperatures are increasing, Covid19 case numbers are falling and so there is hope that we are
pushing through these difficult times. We are delighted to welcome back all of our students who have returned to school. We
have missed them! We recently surveyed our students and staff
on their experience of remote teaching and learning. The results
of the survey were extremely positive and live streaming and
the use of MS Teams has been very beneficial to our students.
However, we appreciate how hard everyone is working and we
thank everyone for their ongoing efforts and respectful engagement online.
The students have found it challenging throughout, tackling the
overnight change from being with peers and teachers in class to
being at home all day. The upheaval of all of that, finding themselves suddenly working from home and unable to go out to see
others, was a big ask of these children. It was a big ask for the
whole country.
Students have sometimes been completing lessons on phones and shared devices, which is challenging at
times. Along with finding themselves at home, students around the country have been dealing with uncertainty
around the state exams. It’s been important for us throughout the debate around the Leaving Cert, to keep students calm and focused. We’re so proud of them all as they have tried their best with their limited resources.
The phased return of in-school teaching and learning has progressed very successfully. It is great to have pupils
back in school.
The world today looks very different than it did just a few short months ago. Our homes have transformed into
workplaces, we will all experience this time differently but thank you for keeping the learning afloat during this
challenging time. I appreciate the enormous effort you are making. I don’t think that anyone could have predicted just how difficult working in education during a global pandemic could be!
As we approach the end of the academic year, I have a strong sense of déjà vu. The weather is getting better,
COVID-19 case numbers are on the decrease and the discussion surrounding school holidays had arisen once
again. With significantly less cases per day than last January, more transmissible strains of COVID-19 and a general public exhausted for a variety of reasons, the debate around the country reopening during the summer
break has dominated the news once again.
This phase, announced by government on 23rd February, set out the arrangements for the return of students,
6th year – Monday 1st March 2021, 5th year – Monday 15th March 2021 followed by all other year groups –
Monday 12th April 2020.
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I am conscious that school closure has adverse consequences at an individual, familial and societal
level. Children’s learning, wellbeing, social and emotional development have been impacted by
Covid. School closure has significant impacts on children with special educational needs and heightens student anxiety, particularly for the Leaving Certificate cohort, in relation to state examinations.
It is important that students experience continuity of learning during this period. Research conducted in Ireland concluded that while online learning worked for some students during the period of
school closure, it did not replicate the in-school learning experience – this was also the experience
internationally. We all know that it can be difficult to achieve maximum interaction with remote
learning, with many competing demands and restrictions. The best advice is that you provide the
support that is possible for your family to your child and that you prioritise your child’s and your
own wellbeing, balancing that with supporting learning, during this period.
Reduced contact time, practice time and access to equipment may have a negative effect not just on
students' grades, but their confidence and mental health going into any exams. It could be argued
that this year's Leaving Cert students are more negatively affected than last year's students by Covid
restrictions. They will have now lost out on approximately four months of face-to-face teaching.
While digital education should become part and parcel of our education system, to increase accessibility among other things, I think it is far from becoming established. Beyond the fact that students
have little experience with online learning, there are the issues surrounding access to technology and
broadband which were continuously brought up last year. This hasn’t changed in the last 10 months.
However, with the support from parents and communities, teachers and students are carrying on with
their respective endeavours as well as they can. In parents watching them, we’re all reminded of
what learning and teaching entail, the mysteries embedded in each of the subjects, the classes, the
assignments, the projects, the questions, among so many others. The pandemic has opened many
parents’ eyes to the role that teachers play as part of the basic fabric of the safety net—through the
provision of school-based supports.
We at St. Joseph’s pride ourselves on being inclusive, dynamic and creative. We want to provide the
best education possible for your son/daughter. Throughout this crisis, our fantastic team of teachers
and SNAs have used technology and their own creativity to stay connected with our students. They
have worked tirelessly with parents and students to minimise the impact of school closures on our
students. We have really missed our students and I think they may have missed us too.
Thank you to everyone who has been that reassuring voice for many of us, staff or student, when we
had a wobble. Thank you to those on staff who have selflessly thrown themselves into roles and
tasks which may not be in their job description and provided much-needed stability to colleagues
and students.
Normally, at this time of year, the school would be a hive of activity, planning and prepping for
graduation, the annual teachers vs students football match which would see the teachers winning yet
again, of course! Sports day allows students and teachers to enjoy each other’s company one last
time. They have been working together through highs and lows and get to reminisce on the years
gone past, recalling the fond memories, the funny moments and the tough times that all happen in a
school.
I wanted these things to be written because you need to know how much we all appreciate the whole
school community at St. Joseph’s- staff, students and parents. You need to know the position you
hold in this school – your importance. Especially our teachers, you need to know these things for the
benefit of those who will follow behind us, for you are much more than mere teachers of academics.
I have learned things from you that won’t appear on any Leaving Cert paper but that will be important in what matters, in the real world. I often get asked, “Who do you look up to most?” The
people of St Josephs. You are role models to us all. Thank you so much.
Thank you to all who worked so diligently in 2020-2021.
John O Donovan
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Although this academic year has been challenging and restrictive, thankfully we
have still been able to run some extra curricular activities and events through
out the year. Example from a variety of activities and events such as, Sports, Art
work, Junk Kouture, Wellbeing, Guest speakers, Geography trips, Leaving Cert
Graduation and Christmas fund raiser can be seen above.
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Because of government restrictions and public health advice this years school
open night was presented virtually. Our virtual open night can be found on our
school website at www.sjsb.info.
Adding to our extension of new classrooms last year we also open a new assembly
hall this year.

